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FOR THE BALANCE. 
MR, EDITOR, 

I HAVE for several years occasion- 
ally thought of a little alteration, or addi- 
tion, to the stops or pauses, used in writing : 
the necessity of which, must, I think, have 


occurred to almost every well informed: 


composer. 

The insufficiency of the interrogation 
point (?) and the exclamation point, (!) for 
marking all the expressions, and emphatic- 
al phrases, which require their use, or the 
use of some marks, similar to those, must, 
I think, have been observed by many wri- 
ters. 


One single remark, will explain my mean- 
ing and the ground of objection. The uni- 
form length of pause which those points are 
intended to mark, in all situations ; which 
shows conclusively that they are inadequate 
to the wants of our language. Let the 
sense of the reading require, for instance, 
the elevation of voice, and the tones of en- 
quiry, or admiration, which those marks are 
intended to point out; and in a part of a 
sentence where the natural construction 
thereof, does not require a pause! This is 
certainly a very common case, and as our 
grdmmatical rules stand, I see no chance of 
aremedy, without other aids: in fact, it 
cannot be had, without a manifest infringe- 
ment of our rules of composition. 

Without the formality of a lengthy dis- 
cussion, having merely adverted to the case, 
in hopes to bring it before the public, I pro- 


feed to show MY remed y—wishing that an 


enlightened and j impartial public would look 
at these things ; deliberate, and decide. 


In all cases where the expressions, or the 


Sense of the reading require the use of ci- 
ther of those marks to desi: gnate particular 











tones, or modulations of the voice, and with- 
out a pause, I write thus’, orthus', as 
the sense may require: omitting the dot, 


or period underneath. Or, I write thus 
? ' >! > 1 
» orthus ,—or, »—~or, ‘—oras usual ? ! 


—according to the particular tone, &c. 
which I want to express, and the corre- 
spondent pause. Thus designating with 
the same marks, eight additional and defi- 
nite tones and pauses, which may at all 
times be used according to circumstances ; 
that is, the elevations,modulatigns, and tones 
of voice may be distinctly marked, and ei- 
ther with such pause as the sense may re- 
quire, or entirely without any pause. 

The comma (,), we are told, is a pause of 
one syllable, the semicolon (;) two, the co- 
lon (:) four, the period (.) six. Now the 
period only, is in common use, connected 
with the interrogation (’) and exclamation 
point (')}—and they are not ever finished 
without it! Why may we not then, with 
equal propriety, supply the wants of our 
defective and quite incompetent system of 
punctuation; by connecting those points ? !, 


with the comma, semicolon, colon, and pe- 
riod. 

I am sensible the question, and the case 
which I have started, must ultimately come 


to this ; is there, or is there not , a necessi- 
ty existing for such, or similar alteration in 
the present and long established method of 
punctuation ; and the characters used to 


punctuate ? 

Should the good sense of our country de- 
clare in the affirmative, the ease, and sim- 
plicity of the method, will convince how 
readily this alteration may be efiected. 
Even my good old grandfather need not 

! 


be alarmed ; there is not asingle ew mark 
u 


requisite ° only to associate those of “the 


Same age, condition and respectability,” 
who have hitherto been strangers to each 
ether, 


After having for many years observed 
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written language; and afer some years’ 
experience of the benefits resulting from 
my method, by adopting it in all my private 
composition, I now briefly suggest the case ; 
together with the remedy which-] have the’ 
honor to propose, for the consideration of 
the considerate among the writers of our 


country. 
OBSERV ATOR. 


Ehitor’s Closet, 


EXTRACT reom A LETTER. 


“ The address from those styling them- 
selves “the republicans of the City and 
County of ew-York,” signed Wiliam 
Few, Chairman, and Pigrre C. Vas 
Wyck, Secretary, exceeds any thing of the 
kind I have ever seen ior pertidy, baseness, 
falsehood, malice, and scurrility. Noone 
of reflection can read it, without blushing 
for the degeneracy of human nature, no 
honest man would sanction it, and no de- 
cent printer would admit it into -his paper, 
except for the purpose of reprobation. 

“ From there being twenty charges ex- 
hibited against Gov. Lewis, it may be 
thought that the imvention of the penman 
is more fruitful than what is to be found in 
the coid region of Albany, where there ne- 
ver has been pretendedto be more than 
two or three, and these, long since, shown 
to be cither totally groundiess, or redouns 
ding to his honor. But the brains of the 
writer strike me as being as barren as the 
sands of Africa, and as hard bound as the 
frozen clod in January, or he might have 
mustered a thousand better than those he 
has mentioned ; and he would have ayoide 
ed ali which may be called downright and 





impudent lies. 

«“ What sort of charge is this ? “ For per- 
sonal and family ambition.” If the Go- 
vernor has faults, surely he is to account 
for them, and not for those of his family 
Again, “ For secret but real hostility to the 
of Mr. Jefferson.” If secret, 


administration 


this deficiency in the auxiliaries of our how is it known! Does Orator Few pretend 
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to search the heart? Who authorized him 


to pronounce the public and private lan- 


age of the Governor to be insincere! 
Phen follows another swinging lie: “ For 
the conduct of his immediate partisans in 
the a in refusing to afford a tri- 
bute of just approbation to the President of 
the United States at an important crisis,” 
&c. Is it, my friend, ungentlemanly or 
unchristian, to say to these men, “ You 
Liz?” I stand ready to prove, that it is a 
notorious falsehood. Nothing more is ne- 
cessary than to present the journals of the 
assembly in this matter, to confound if not 
convince even a Few and a Van Wyck. 
From these it will appear, that the friends 


_ of Gov: Lewis voted in every instance and 


unanimously for the hizhest approbation of 
Mr. Jefferson. . They voted unanimously 
for the address of the legislature to Mr. 
Jefferson, the federalists only voting a- 
gainst it. 

“ [ have expressed myself with some 
warmth on this subject. I believe that I am 
justifiable in being angry when iniquitous 
and abominable tricks are practised on the 
public. I would not be guilty of such to 

romote the election of any man upon earth. 

id I succeed by these means, I should ex- 
pect nothing but the curse of Heaven upon 
me and my projects.” : 


—— 


Extract from another Letter. 


« I am not able to answer all your inqui- 
fies respecting Genet, the Frenchman, who 
.i8 now so busy in electioneering for the 
candidate of De Witt Clinton, in the county 
of Rensselaer, and who has fothimself ap- 
. on what he calls “ a Committee of 

igilance.” He came over tg this coun- 
try, as an ambassador, under the Brissotine 

party in France, and was countenanced un-- 
der the bloody Robespicrre, until the Wasu- 
INGTON administration applied for and ob- 
tained his removal, as a person who had ren- 
dered himself extremely offensive and in- 
jurious. » When opposed by the great and 
good Washington he even threatened, with 
uncommon autlacity, to appeal to the peo- 
ple. 
' “ The letter which Mr. Jefferson, then 
. Secretary of State, wrote to Mr.Goyerneur 
Morris, then American ambassador at Pa- 
ris, requiring the removal o! Genet, is one 


* of the best things ever written by Mr. Jef- 


. ferson, either before or since, and stands 

*high among writings of this kifid. It owes 
much of its perfection to the wisdom of the 
President, and the immortal HamiLron, at 
that time Secretary of the treasury. Du- 
ring the transaction Genet decried Grvtius, 
Pufferndorf, and Vattel, on the law of nations, 
asa set of old musty fellows, not worthy of 
ser rogers in such an enlightened age. Mr. 
Jefferson, however, managed him so casily 
and thoroughly, not to say severely, that the 

» Frenchman, if he has forgiven, has never 
forgotten the mortification. 

“ Whether Genet is “ now a subject of 
the Emperor Bonaparte and consequently 
an alien” I cannot tell. Were he to pub- 
lish a certificate of naturalization, as Cheet- 

~ bam did some years ago, it would settle the 
question. Nor can I say whether he ever 
asserted, “that the Clintons of this state 
are the descendants of Sir Henry Clinton, 
and therefore rightly entitled to govern it.” 


« 
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There has been sucha report. Admitting 
the descent to be such, it is not seen how 
any title arises from hence to govern the 
state. 

“ Genet married a daughter of George 
Clinton, and cousin of De Witt Clinton. 
The father-in-law has been twenty-one 
years Governor of the state; still longer 
Clerk of the county of Ulster; and is now 
Vice-President of the United States. His 
long continuance in office gives, in my opi- 
nion, a better claim in his family to govern, 
than a mixture of blood with Sir Henry. I 
am inclined to impute Genet’s industry and 
anxiety to promote the election of Mr. 
Tompkins, chiefly to his belief, that it 
would “ subserve the interest and views of 
the Clinton family” with which he is con- 
nected. He has, besides, discovered a 
spring which is said to have cured some 
scabby persons and those afflicted with old 
ulcers; and he may be desirous to bring 
his spring, by bringing himself into public 
notice. I am obliged to defer some parti- 
culars about him until another opportunity.” 

te 36 
Federalists, to your Posts ! 

The following Ticket for Charter-officers has been 
unanimously agreed on, by one df the largest and 
most respectable federal meetings, ever held in this 
city :— 

Hezekiah L. Hosmer, Supervisor. 

James Hyatt, 

Robert Center, 

Samuel Reynolds, 

Samuel White, 


Reuben Folger, 
John Swift, 


Aldermen, 


Claudius I. Delamater; Assistante, 
Nicholas Ten Broeck, } 
Samuel Edmonds, 
Amariah Storrs, - 
ssessores 


Daniel Merwin, 
Jacob I. Decker, 
John Thurston, iho. 
Asahel Woodworth, 

Levi Hubbell, 

Henry Plass, 

John H. Van Rensselaer, | 
Wiliam Slade, . 

D client Roles 6 Poor Masters, 
David Ingersoll, Collector. 
David Ingersoll, 
Solomon Davis, 
Joseph Watson, 


Road 
Mastere, 





Constables. 


We trust it is not necessary to add a word to in- 
duce every federal’st in the city to lend his aid to 
this ticket. Our majority is so small that a single 
vote, may decide the fate of the election. “We 
should be sorry, therefore, to believe, that any good 
man will neglect his duty ——Our enemies were 


never more active—they never resorted to baser 


arts, or to bolder falsehoods. Let us equal them in 


activity; and let us defeat their arts, and refute 
their falsehoods, They complain of our ticker— 
not because it is exceptionable; but because-e-i¢ iz 
too powerful! They dread the weight of chagacter 
which itexhibits. They have levied all their forces 
to oppose it—they have brought their heaviest mee 
tal into the field. But, let not a federal vote 
be lost! and the day's our own. 

BP The Fedcralists will meet at Stocking’s 
Tavern, on Monday evening preceding +} 
election, on important bus 
ance is requested, 








e day of 
mess. A general attend. 
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TO THE FEDERAL ELECTORS 
of the County of Columbia. 


At a general meeting of the federalist, 
of the city of Hudson, at Fowler’s Hotel, 
on the 18th instant, the subscribers were 
appointed a committee to meet the com- 
mittees of the several towns of the coun. 
ty, at such time and place as should seem 
expedient, for the purpose of nominating 
candidates for members of Assembly at the 
ensuing election—We have proposed to 
meet at Stocking’s tavern, in the city of 
Hudson, on Wednesday the 15th day of 
April next, for the purpose of making the 
said nomination, and earnestly request the 
federalists in the several towns of this coun. 
ty to appoint committees to meet us there 
on that day. 

JAMES HY ATT, 

ALEXANDER VAN ALSTYNE, 

WILLIAM W. VAN NESS, , 

HEZEKIAH L. HOSMER, 

CLAUDIUS I. DELAMATER, 
JONATHAN BEG RAIT. 
Hudson, March 31st, 1807. 

New-York Ticket. 

The following formidable Ticket has been unani- 
mously adopted by the largest federal meering ever 
assembled in New-York, on the like occasion :—~ 

FOR SHNA'IOR, 
SAMUSL JONES, 
ASSEMBLY, 

RUFUS KINi, 
MATHEW CLAL ESON, 
EGRERT BENSON, 
JOHN TOWNSEND, 
RICHARD VARICK, 
ANDREW MORRIS, 
ABRAHAM RUSSELL, 
JOSIAH OGDEN HOFFMAN, aia 
WILLIAM HENDERSON. 


a 


Abraham Van Vechten and Stephen Vaw 
Rensselaer, are nominated for Menibers of 
Assembly in Albany. 

a 


From the Crists. 
MR. MITCHEDS, 


_ Having been long in the habit of thin® 
ing on political subjects with Merry Crow 
well, itis with diifidence and reluctance 
that I yenture to combat any of his 
Opinions. An over ardent zeal for the 
best cause will somgtimes betray us into 
errors. Thus have Z seen innumerable 
persecutions and much 


blood-shed, for 
righteousness sake. 


; Ihave been led to 
this reflection from seeing some late edito- 
rial productions inthe Hudson Balance, cal 
culated to induce persons of our politt- 
c uy sentiments to fold their arms and look 
quietly on at the warfure about to commence 
between the two sections of the republican 
party, asto our next Governor. That we 
have no interest in the event, certainly can- 
not be correct. We are citizens of the 
Same state with these coniending parties, 
and must submit to the government whoev- 
er shall administer it. Is it of no conse- 
quence then, whether the government 
goes into the hands of men who have for 
years proscribed and persecuted us., or of 
those who have manifested a disposition 1 
a liberal policy which has placed us on the 
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————— 
just ground of equal rights ? +t Withs 
not declared that we were actuate ne Pp Pa 
ciple in our endeavors to peentrace: Hee 
Clinton and the jacobin crew + Have w e e- 
ver avowed hostility to true tepenrere ; 
I trust we have not. Altho’ proud o opr 
federalism, we have never ceased to be 
foud of our republicanism. The mighty 
difference then, between us and one section 
of the republican -party, 15, simply, = 
they like Jefferson and we do not ; thoug 
certainly there are many of them who o 
not spprove all his measures. And ‘sha 
we for this ive a chance to jacobin intole- 
rance again to rear its crest and once more 
frample us in the dirt? [ do believe if Mr. 
Croswell reflects dispassionately on this 
subject, he will conclude with me, that our 
interest, our honor, demands we should 
support Mr. cae * preference to Mr. 
Tompkins. FEDERALIST. 
Reply to the writer of the foregoing. 

You approach me, sir, under false colours. A 
Federalist would not have addressed me in the Re- 
publican Crisis. 1f \ ou have * been long in the ha- 
bit of thinking with me on political subjects,” I re- 
gret that you have now deemed it advisable to 
ghange your ground; and still more do I regret that 
you have thought proper to make choice ofa per- 
gon who has ever differed from us both, as an in- 
gtrument to communicate to me and to the world 
the proof of your defection. 

Lagree with you, sir, that «an over ardent zeal 
for the best cause will sometimes betray us into er- 
yors.” But, if I must err, let me err on this side. 
When my principles are at stake, let me not be luke- 
warm. You may, if you please, accuse me of in- 
discretion; but I will never give you cause ‘o sus- 
pect me of abandoning my principles. 

My opinion has been formed on due deliberation. 
1 believe it correct, and shali act accordingiv. Those 
who think differently, have the same right, and, I 
trust, will have firmness enough to exercise it If 
my friends believe, that the CAUSE OF #&DERAL- 
ism is to be promoted, by supporting Lewis, they 
eertainly will not hesitate. Did I think so, 1 would 
neither evade nor deny it. 

You seem to consider the difference between the 
federalists aod the Lewisites, as very tr fling —« sim- 
ply (you say) that they like Jefferson, and we do 
mot.'" However small this difference may appear 
to you, I confess that, to my mind, it has something 
very formidable and importantin it. Mr. Jefferson 
follows ‘he thorough democratic policy—to this po- 
licy the federalists have ever been opposed; and 
here lies the « mighty difference,” and, I think, the 
enly difference between the | wo parties. If you are 
Prepared to view with complacency the ruinous 
measures of Mr. Jefferson, do not, for heaven’s 

Sake, abuse the name of federalism by assuming it. 

Why do you, under the disguise of a «* Federal 
ist,” talk to me of persecution ? ave I not seen it? 
Have I not felt it? Yes, sir! And if Harry Cros- 
well is not at this moment pining in a prison, and 
his family in want, ‘tis not the fault of Morgan 
Lewis —If yousay, that Ambrose Spencer first 
raised the hand of persecution against me—that fe 
set the machine in motion, with which my press 
and my hopes “were to be destroyed—1 admit the 
fact: But letme ask you, sir, if this same Ambrose 
Spencer did not find a judge on the bench (with ui 
whose acquiescence he could have done nothing) 


Have we || 














ready to execute his plans? And let me also ask— 
if ic should be found expedient, at any future day, 
to crush my establishment, whether 1 have any as- 
surances, that such another league would not be 
formed, ** once more to trainple me in the dirt?” 


_ Cownunications. 














Among the long list of names signed to the no- 
Mination of John Tayler for a senator of the east- 
ern district, 1 1s said that more than half of them 
had no votes, that some were aliens, and that a 
few were dead at the time. Those of the last de- 
scription have never appeared to make any objec- 
tion against the jrocedure. 

-_— + eo —— 

Some say that Mr Lewis will have a majority of 
ten thousand at the nex election. Though calcula- 
tions may favor this opinion, yet it 1s safer to bet 
that he will exceed Mr. fompkins by eight thow- 
sand. 


—.8 +o 


Though there is not, and cannot be any eoalition 
of the federalists and the Lewisites, yet it may be 
the duty of the former to support the later. Ha- 
ving no candidates of their own, there is no other 
way to quash the contentions which have arisen, 
and todefeat a bold and dangerous aristocracy. 
Every wise man will of two evils always choose the 
least ; and he is sometimes obliged to do out of ne- 
cessity, what he would not do out of choice. 

i ee 

The minds of men are often discovered by small 
circumstances. It has been observed that he who 
is now the Lieutenant-Governor, and wishes to be 
so again, takes, of -late, more snuff than usual. 
From this some infer that he despairs of his own 
election, and of being able to drag young Mr. 
Tompkins along with him. 


—— oe 


The oath of Squire Bushel, or (as he is somey 
times called) Daddy Peck, which he made about 
two years ago onthe subject of © bribery and cor- 
ruption,” has been lately re-printed in the Albany 
Register. It is likely torun througha great many 
editions. All the tools of De Witt Clinton are ex- 
erting themselves in favor of his candidate. Des- 
pair seems only to quicken their efforts, 

~—— + oe 

Nothing shows more the duplicity and baseness 
of the Cheethamites, than the high recommenda- 
tion which they gave Mr. Lewis at the last election, 
and the manner in which they now abuse him, It 
is horrible to think of their conduct. 

LI 4 4S 

It is said that Mr. Tompkins is a very lazy man. 
If so, he does not consult his ease, by seeking to 
His Lieu- 
tenant Mr. Broome, is fo d of taking snuff, andéf 
eating cold slaw and fried oysters. He will, proba- 
bly use some bladders extraordinary in the ensying 
season, though itis believed that his appetite will 
decline. 


change the bench for the chair of state. 


SSF LIS 

The representation in the Legislature, from the 
city of New-York, has been detlining tor several 
years past, and has now got to the lowest ebb 
Unless a change soon takes place, the city will be 
disgraced, and the state nearly ruined. 


ALO 


























ae Rae 2002 as meens oe 
Perhaps the federalists never stood on such ho- 
noralic ground as arrhismoment They, empha 
indy, hold the balance of power. Both the con- 
tending partics tender them the homage of their 
high consideration. Should the federalists think it 
their duty to support Mr, Lewis, they will silence 
Calumuy, crush a dangerous F.ction, and restore” 
peace and dignity :o the state. 
SSI LL LS 
Adjurant-General Smock looks very cunning, since 
he presided at the nomination of Mr. Tompkins. 
Squire Busbel cocks his eyes at him; as much as te 
say, why, my old neighbor, all these strange airs ? 
SIS Sf 


Extract from the Address to the electors of 
the State of New-York, on the nomination 
of MORGAN LEWIS for Governor in 
1804, | 7 


“In the selectiomof the candidate for’ 
Governor, we have been attentive to those 
qualifications which ought to -adorn the 
character of a chief magistrate, and to those 
political opinions which are most congenial 
with the public sentiment, and best adapted 
to promote the public prosperity. The 
private character of Cunier Justice 
LEWIS is fair and unblemished, and his 
official conduct above reproach. From 
an early period of the revolutionary war té 
the present time, he has been engaged in 
various respectable and confidential stations. 

He has at different times beema member 
of the state legislature; and as Attorney 
General of the state and Judge of the Su- 
preme Court, he must be xnown to all of 
you who have attended the higher courts 
in the diferent counties. In him you have 
seen affability with DIGNITY—an inflexi- 
ble regard tothe interests of distributive 
justice—a display of TALENTS and 
QUABbIFICATIONS, and an ENERGY 
OF CONDUCT which render him a pro- 
per character to preside over the affairs of 
a great and flourishing community.” 

Among the signatures to the address, ap- 
pear the following names: 


De Witt Clinton, 
Ambrose Spencer, 
John Taylery 
Jedediah Peck, 
dam Comatock, 
Daniel D. Tompkins, 
Ezra L’ Hommedieuy, 
Robert Johnston, 
Alexander Shildon, 
Obadiah German, 
George Clinton, jun. 
Josiah Masters, 


Charlee D. Cooper, 
George Merchant, 
Henry Rutgeray 
James Warner, 
William Few, 
Samuel G. Verbryck, 
| M. B. Tallmadge, 
T. C. Van Wyck, 
Lucas Elmendorf, 
J. Tallmadge, juts 
Aiichell Bishop. 





REMARK. 

Did the above honorable gentlemen tell lies for. 
merly? Or do tpey tell lies now, in their recom- 
mendation of Mr. Tompkins? Whether the one 
or the other, no honest man can believe them. 


To Readers and Corresfondente, 


“A Federalist now and foreter,” speaks his senti- 
ments freely, and is entitled to a hearing Deferred 
until our next, 

Ma Wuackxum’s Glossary was received too late 
for this paper. 

«“ StTamPuon.” Cross Readings, &c. approved 

« ParTzasom,” is rather obscures 
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the mean of ing rightly to de- 
ie - ranqe sh for ar tebedl san, in | The 
writer of his own life has the correct knowledge 
of the facts to be related, but an opinion of them. 
comes with more ieiy from other quarters. 
Ini ing the followmg remarks on the wri 
tings ef Mr. Cumberland, however, we mean 
not to make a ion that could detract from 
the merit of the Biography which he has recent- 
ly presented to the on thems and dehght of 
every elegant scholar, nor even to say that the 
sentiments of the writer from whom they are ex- 
tracted are more justly envitled to credit than Mr. 
Cumberland himself. ]— Emerald. 


Characteristics of Mr. Cumberland as an 
: ._ gluthor. 


IF the merits of a writer were to be es- 
timated by the eagerness or indifference of 
the public about his productions, it would 
be no easy~matter to ascertain, whether 
Mr. Cumberland was in possession of little 
or much ; for, from the commencement of 
his literary career to the present moment, 
he has been alternately admired and abused, 
followed and neglected; we know not to 
what this is attributable, unless to those ex- 
traordinary fluctuations of popular taste, 
which it is not more easy to wecount for 
than to prevent. ‘The caprices of an Eng- 
lish audience are so Various, and their tran- 
sitions from one extreme to another 80 ra- 
pid, that it is scarcely possible for. an au- 

thor to please in many compositions of the 
satne nature. however equally they may be 
written. ‘Lhe instability, however, is not 
confined to our own country. TL have read 
‘an anecdote of a French author who sates, 
“ that he had written no tcss than six die- 
rent dramatic performances for the express 
purpose of gratifying the taste of the town ; 
not one of which, though a very expedi- 
tious writer, could he produce in sufficient 
time «to secure their approbation.” The 
West-Indian is the ch f d’euvre of Mr. 
Cumberland, and indisputably one of the 
best comedies the piesent age can boast ; 
it established, early in life, the author's 
fame, and is the only dramatic composition 
likely to perpetuate his memory. ‘The lan- 
guage, is, in general, easy and elegant, with 
all the requisite famiiiasity of dialogue, 
without deyenerating into loose equivoque 
and technical vulgarity. 

O’Flaherty are admirably drawn characters ; 

and the fable of the comedy, ‘hough in ma- 
» by particulars faulty, is such as none but a 

skilful dramatist could have constructed. 

The whole is a judicious combinution of 

sentiment and action; of sentiment un- 

perverted by affectation, and of uction re- 
strained by judgment If we did not know 
that a man, ma whim: ical and unsettled na- 
tion like ours, cannot possibly conform to 
his own idea of propriety in what relates 
to dramatic wel ing, we should censure Mr. 
~ Cumberland for quitting the method which 
seems to have cuided hin in his tirst pro- 
ductions ; he has unfortunately, however, 
yieldedto popular tasie, and given us speci- 
mens of the very worst style of composition, 
seviimental as wellas humorous; et the 


head of the former mny be placed the De-' 


frendené, and of the latter the Armourer. 
As a trag ic writer, Mr. Cumberland is not 
wbove mediverity; bis Canmuniye has a 


ss 
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few, and but a few, good lines ; the charac- 
ters are out. of nature, and the incidents 
palpably forced ; indeed, the action 1s de- 
rived from so iniprobable a source, and the 
plot so romantically puerile, that the ima- 
gination is seldom deluded into any belief 
of reality. The Battle of Hastings, which 
seems to have been made up of scrafis Con- 
gregated from all quarters, is much infevi- 
or to the Carmelite ; and Days of Yore, the 
last production of this gentleman, far be- 
hind both. 

What, then, are the peculiar character- 
istics of Mr. Cumberland’s muse? since, 
for the comedy of the Old School he has no 
relish ; for the extravagancies of farce he 
is too classical: and for tragedy he has 
more inclination than talent. 


His forte, however he may have occasion- 
ally diverted into the less solemn depart- 
ment of the drama, is undoubtedly sent1- 
MENTAL coMeDyY. Following the track of 
Hugh Kelly, he borrows his plot, character, 
and language from the novelists, transfer- 
ing, though, with a delicate hand, the pro- 
perty of the circulating library to the stage. 





There is a wearisome sameness in all his | 


plays, which is, perhaps, inseparable from 
their nature, ‘ The union of two lovers 
is supposed to be prevented by a mercena- 
ry father ora brother of rigid honor; no- 
thing of course, can be more favorable to 
sentiment: the lovers lament their destiny 
with little or no effort to avert it: talk a 
pretty deal about sensibilicy, sympathy, dvli- 
‘acy, ferling, &c. till some unlooked for ac- 
cident induces the parent to recall his pro- 
hibition, or the brother .o relax his rigor.” 


Sentimental comedy is the least useful of 
all dramatic compositions, since it neither 
tends to the correction of the foibles and va- 
nities of life, nor to the improvement of the 
hearts of mankind. The moral it inculcates 
is generally too lax for instruction, and the 
pity it inspires too weak to become active ; 


it possesses neither the virtue of tragedy 


nor of comedy ;_ it is the offspring of a ri- 
diculous union, which retains none of the 
characteristics of father or mother, accor:d- 
ing as in animal life, the noble qualities of 
either species are cebased by a mlixiure of 
-breeds. The audience depart from the sen- 
timental comedy as from a cold lesson of 
musty morality ; they admire the fine scn- 
timent, indeed, but they have felt no emo- 
tion; the ear has been tineled bv the fre- 
quent recurrence of a few speciiic phrases ; 
but the heart has had no share in the mat- 
ter. Sentimental comedy is, indeed, rather 
injurious than beneficial to the interests of 
society ; for people having learnt to gioss 
over their conduct by a set of pretty terms, 
are too apt to substitute the verbal apolo,zy 
for the active principle. The virtues are 
thus cheated of their due, while maxims 
become fashionable, and passion evaporates 
in sentiment. 

Of sentimental “writers, however, Mr. 
Cumberland is the first: heisa compiete 
master of the elegances of style, and po- 
lishes with great taste and nicety. _ In his 
Sentiment he is less hacknied and more di- 
versified, both asto matter and lansuage 
than inost other modern authors. If he 


% b | . > . 
seldom interests by happy Induction of plot, 
and forcible display-of character, he some- 


times instructs by justness of observation, 
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and frequently captivates by the brilliane 

ef hisexpression. His productions hows 
ever, numerous as they are, indicate no ex. 
traordinary strength of mind; they are 

more distinguishable for delicacy than a 
gor :—in short, they are less the effusions 
of genius, than the decorated 'retinementg 
of taste. 
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Congress. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 





Saturday, Feb. 28. 
(Debare concluded} 

Mr. Dana spoke in support of the motion 
to strike out the Mediteranean duties. He 
read the report of the secretary of the treae 
sury and went into an examination of the fj- 
nances of the United States ; and from thig 
view it appeared that the revenue tor the 
first three quarters of 1806 would exceed 
that of the corresponding quarters of the 
preceding years $1,300,000, and this mo- 
ney was not wanted for any authorized pur« 
pose. Why then impose one million ad« 
ditional duties ? 

Mr. Randolph spoke at length against the 
Mediteranean duties. ‘The house scemed 
to be in a spasm and in sort of povitical tee 
tanus, which affected even the jaws ond 
lungs cf the majority of the house. Their 
tongues are attuned only to simple aye or 
no. 

These Mediteranean duties were not 
wanted. There could be no deficit. If it 
were lawful to ocr wavers in this house 
and were he a gambler, he would stake 
1,000 guineas aysinst 10, that the duties 
would not be wanted for any authorized 
object. It was impossible, there would be 
no deticit—-had you voted a million towards 
fortifications, the salt tax would not even 
then be wanted. The figures would show 
it. 

There were loud calls for the question. 

Mr. Dana observed that when in<uiries 
were made it was very easy to call for the 
question.. As no gentleman rose to offer 
any reason why 1,000,000 of taves were to 
be laid he presumed there was none which 
could be offered and which they dare pub- 
licly avow. 

The question being loudly called for, it 
was taken and lost—Ayes 25, noes 54. 

Mr. Thomas moved that the committee 
rise and report the bill. 

Mr. Marion concluded a speech of some 
length with a motion to limit the ultimate 
repeal of the salt daty to the 30th Septem- 
ber in lien of the 21st December. 

Mr. Thomas contended that the motion 
was not in order. 

Mr. Alston said he thoucht it made lit- 
tle difference whether the time wus the 
3ist December, or 30th September. He 
would therefore acree to the motion. 

The Chairman decided that the motion 
was in order. 


Mr. J. Randolph spoke at some length in 
favour of the motion. 

The question was taken and carried. 
Aves 66, noes 11. Mo quorum. Agcecin: 
Ayes 66, noes 16, carried. 
_ The committee rose and reported the 
bill.—11 o’clock Saturday night, 
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The house proceeded to consider the re- 
port. 

Mr. J. Randolph was glad the house 
had got out of that temper in which they 
were.—his bill at first was so. sacred that 
it could not be touched. But they had at 
last agreed to one amendment. 

The house concurred in striking out the 
30th December as the time of repealing the 

duty on salt. 
vier. J. Randolph movesto insert the 3Ist 
ef March. 

The speaker said the question must be 
first taken on inserting 30th September as 
reported by the committee. Sihe 

Mr. J. Randolph contested this point of 
erder, and considerable conversation ensued 
on the subject. 

Mr. J. Randolph moved to reconsider the 
yote, that he might record his opinion on 
the journals. The motion was lost—Ayes 
22. 

Mr. J. Randolph then moved to amend 
the report of the committee of the whole 
by erasing 30th September, and substitut- 
ing 31st March. 

The speaker said the motion was not in 
erder. 

Mr. J. Randolph appealed from the deci- 
sion of the chair, and demanded the yeas 


and nays, that his opinion might appear on | 


the journal. 

The decision of the speaker was confirm- 
ed by the house—yeas 71—nays 10. 

Mr. J. Randolph said, that he had gained 
his purpose completely, notwithstanding 
certain gentlemen. 

The house concurred in the report in in- 
serting 30th September—Ayes 62. 

Mr. J. Randolph then moved to amend 
the report by striking off 8 cents from the 
duty on salt on the 3lt March, instead of 
the 30th June, and demanded the yeas and 
nays. 

After some observations from Mr. Alex- 
ander, the question was taken and lost, yeas 
20, nays 64, 

Mr. Basset moved to adjourn, not carried 
ayes 28, noes 52. 

Mr. J. Randolph said he was sorry to de- 
tain the house, but he deemed it necessary 
on this occasion to move to strike out the 
section which continued the Meciterranean 
fund und to demand the yeas und nays. 
The moticn to strike out was not currie¢— 
Yeas 23, nays 5% 

Mr. J. Randolph moved to limit the 
Mediterranean fund, to the 30th September 
instead of 3ist January, and demanded the 
yeas and nays. 

Aficr some conversation the question on 
a out was taken and lost, yeas 24, nays 

Mr. J. Randolph had but one motion 
more to make in relation to the bill. Af- 
ter some observations, he said he cid not 
know but he ought to procure some muvion- 
‘r who might be more successiul. The 
bi pranted bountics till 31st December, 
and the cuties cease at 30th September. 
He scoved to strike out 3ist Dec ember, 
ab. itisert 30th September, that the duty 
abu Lounties micht cease together. 

Severul members who were in favor of 
the bill seconced the motion. - 

Mr. J. Faniolph demanded the yeas end 
hays, that it might appear on the journal 
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that he had once the honour to be in a ma- 
jority, if indeed he was to have the honour. 

Messrs. Alston, Bidwell, and Varnum op- 

posed the motion to strike out. 
_ Fifteen members rose in favour of tak- 
ing the yeas and nays, and sixty two a- 
gainst it—dOne fifth of the whole number 
present, not rising, they were not taken. 

The question on the motion to strike 
outs was then put and Jost ; ayes 29, noes 
49, 

The bill was then ordered to be engross- 
ed for a third reading ; Ayes 53. 

The Speaker asked when the bill should 
be read a third time. 

Mr. Alston named this day. 

Mr. Goodwin said to-night. 

Mr. Randolph named Monday. He af- 
terwards withdrew the motion and named 
to-morrow. They had already entered on 
the day of rest. It was Sunday, or rather it 
was Sunday night. 

The question was taken successively on 
Monday, and on to-morow, and lost. 

The question was then taken on to day : 
Ayes 58, noes 11. No quorum. 

There was nowa great agitation in the 
house, lest the bill should be lost for want 
of a quorum. 

The speaker repeatedly requested mem- 
bers behind the bar to take their seats. 

Another trial was had. Same result as 
before—Ayes 58, noes 11. Great commo- 
tion in the house. 

Mr. Varnum proposed sending after ab- 
sent members. 

Mr. Alston hoped they would be consider- 
ed as in contempt of the house. 

Mr. Gregg observed that the house had 
the right of compeiling the attendence of 
absent members, and he hoped they would 
exercise it. 

The question was taken. Same result— 
ayes 58,noes 11. No quorum. 

Mr. G. W. Campbell wished the sergeant 
at arms would go and request members 
without the bar to come in. If they refused 
he hoped compulsory measures would be a- 
dopted. 

Mr. Burwell said it was not material to act 
on the bill to-night. It might be done on 
Monday. He therefore moved an adjourn- 
ment. 

One member came in and the motion to 
adjourn was withdrawn. 

fhe sergeant at arms replied that he 
could find no other meimbers\ within the 
walis of the capitol. 

Mr. G. W. Campbell hoped he wouldbe 
directed to go to the lodgings of members 
and request them to come. 

Mr. Biount hoped not. It was a very bad 
night, and those only were to blame who 
had feft the house to prevent a quorum and 
defeat the bill. 

Mr. Bidweil stated that there was a mem- 
ber behind the bar, when the speaker di- 


rected the members to take their seats. 

Mr. Clinton imoved toudjourn. Not car- 
PICG——aVES iV. 

The sereeant ut arms, who had been sent 
out again, repeated thet there was one 
member i e committee room, but he 
deciined coming in on accovut of hs being 
Sunday. {It was now obcut half past 12 
o’clock Syndcy Moraing. 


The question was iouaiy cailed for. 


. ———— ee 

The Speaker observed it was dark and 
he could not distinctly discern members in 
remote parts of the house. He therefore 
nominated two tellers, Messrs. Masters and 
Blount. 

Mr. Eppes stated that one member Rad 
ee the house since the question had beet 

t. 

Mr. Masters reported 29 ayes on the 
north side and Mr. Blount 33 on the south- 
side of the house. Mr. M. reported 4noes 
and Mr. B. 5—Result, ayes 62, noes 9. A 
bare quorum, including the speaker, clerk, 
and sergeant at arms, on the three previous 
counts, concurred in making 58 ayes, and 
1] noes.—2 noes had withdrawn. { Quere, 
Whence come these 4 additional ayes ? Mr. 
M. was against the bill Mr. B. for it. } 

Whereupon the Speaker declared that 
the bili was, passed. 

Mr. Alston. moved to proceed to othes 
business, but an adjournment was called for 
and carried without a division. 

1 o’clock, Sunday morning, adjourned. 
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I will make no apology for presenting to 
the public the following statement of facts. 
It is a duty I owe my country, my friends, 
and myself. 

I left my house in Kentucky early in Des 
cember last, and traveiled the usual road to 
the Chicasaw nation, thence thro’ the Choc~ 
taw nation to the settlements in Tombig- 
bee. Here I spent two or three days look- 
ing at lands; thence across the country ta 
the upper settlements on the Chickasaw 
rivér and down the river to where it takes 
the name of Pascagoola; there I left my 
horses and took a canoe, and after spend- 
ing several days on the river, and part of 
two at the house of a gentleman, who shew- 
ed me the papers and Livingston’s address 
from New-Orleans, I crossed the lake to 
the Bayon of St. Johns and passed into the 
city the usual road. I am thus particular, 
that my enemies may retrace my steps if 
they choose. I rede, for I yas unable to 
walk into New-Orleans, between 12 and } 
o’clock P. M. and took lodgings at madam 
Forage’s boarding house—I remained in. 
the public room, where there were a num- 
ber of gentlemen, until at the dinner table, 
I think about 4 o’clock, I was arrested by 
colonel Kingsbury, of the United States 
army, who came attended by five or six of- 
ficers, having lefta guard of 100 men at 
the door. I was immediately taken to the 
garrison and closely confined under a cen- 
tincl About 2 o'clock the next morning, 
I was conveyed down the river in a boat 2- 
bout 25° leagues to Pert St. Philips, from . 
thence about the same time the next mor- 
ning I was conveyed twenty miles further 
down the river, and kept in the woods until 
| 22din the evening; when I was put on * 
| board the schooner Thatcher, (captain 
| Haws) for Baltimore. 
| On the evening of the 17th of Febra- 





| 
| 


arv, I was givenin charge to the officer 
commanding at Port M’#lenry; on the 





| 18th I was taken before Judge Nichelson by 
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a writ of habeas corpus and discharge! 1 
felt pleased to find mysclf once more in a 
country where the laws are respecte, and 
where there were men who dared to arrest 
oppression ; whether it was the act of a 
petty tyrant, or sanctioned by the chiefs of 
the nation. On the 23d inst. I came to this 
city, and addressed a note 16 the attorney 


general, letting him know where I was, and 


fequesting to know whether any and what 
charges were in his possession against me. 
The second day after I received an answer, 
telling me that when the executive should 
be furnished with sulficient evidence, I 
should be apprised. 
the executive has not been furnished with 


_ sufficient evidence to-warrant an arrest, | 


| aanagpad say it cannot be furnished—I 
ave committed no crime against the laws 
of my country ; yet I have been imprison- 
ed, forced from place to place at midnight, 
sent to sea in a tempestuous season, and car- 
tied 1000 miles or more trom my business, 
to the loss of my property, ‘the injury of 
my health, and the danger of my life. Why 
has all this been done ? I have notyet been 
told. . Wilkinson has acted with the honor 
of a'soldier and the fidelity of a good citi- 
zen !—~and can the president ?really approve 


ard justify avenal, petty tyrant in the*act — 


of violating the constitution and laws of his 


country. He is, howeyer, aware that some — 


apology may be necessary for his Gen.—he 
attempts to make it in the latter. part of his 
message of 22d Jan. he there seems to think 
it probable, the general sent us round from 
motives of humanity, least an impartial tri- 


al jay Se not be had in the agitated city of 


New-Orleans. In this holy ten miles square, 
there could be. no pings gga only, 
‘the highest judicial authorities’ were to 
be assembled, but where the Court could be 
furnished with thé aid of executive means. 
What aid ? What executive means? Per- 
haps: the senate can tell. The supreme 
court did not think it necessary ; it decided 
without and consequently has. incurred 
the displeastire of all who believe in execu- 
tivé infallibility. I have said the senate 


id that body I respect.)—Take the 

owing statement—On the 22d January, 
this all-important meéssage was communi- 
cated to the senate ; their doors were cloged : 
and in a few hours’ they passed a bill sus- 
peoding the power of granting the writ of 
Aabers corpus ; thus prostrating at one blow 
the civil authority, sacrificing the constitu- 
tion on the altar of oppression and subject- 
ing every citizen in the west to the will of 
‘an Unprincipled, ambitious tyrant. Was 
this done through the aid of executive 
means: or had they just heard the Arabj- 
an Nights entertainment of last winter, and 
shut their doors to keep out Burr.and his 
army, least they might be ticd neck and 
heels and thrown into the Potomac—I have 
said every citizen of the west, because on 
them was the bill intended to operate—My 
oa case may be the case of every individ- 
wal of that country—imprisoned without 
having committed, or being charged with 
. any offence, denied the use of pen, ink and 
wane I wight have been sent to the Co- 
lumbiativer, and kept there for seven years, 
unheard of by my friends or family—Ty- 
fants never tack the means of destroying 
the reputation of those they oppress, 
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Pi st ropably tell what was meant by this 
owin 
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I conclude then that . 
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Had not the house of Representatives 
spurned with indignation this unconstitu- 
fional attempt to justily the lawless acts of 
‘a lawless tyrant, the suflerings of Baron 
‘Trenck would not have been strange in A- 


* merica. 


And what, let me ask, is our present se- 
curity, unless Wilkinson is punished for his 
daring outrage on alllaw? In the case of 
Dr. Bolimvan, we are told in a newspaper, 
the writ of habeas corpus granted by judge 
Bee of South-Carolina, was actuuily served. 
W hat was the answer of the ofhcer who uad 
him in custody ! 
pect your government. Aithough (suid he) 
I respect the civil institutions of my coun- 
try; yet I must obey the orders oi my su- 
perior officer. The prisoner was not given 


up. Here then was a denial of this «il im- 


portant right ; no need for the interposition 
of the senate. In England, that land ot op- 
pressions Unis officer would have been imme- 
diately punished. In ver free government, 
things are ordered otherwise. Under the 
administration of Mr: Adams, there was 


‘much grumbling about a gag-law, that shut 


people’s mouths—under the present admin- 


- istration a man may not only be gagged, but 


his throat cut without any law, and he that 
does it will find protectors amongst the sa- 
ges of the nation. | | 
Wilkinson tells us he has acted with the 
approvation ofthe governor and judges, If 
this be true, it is high time these men were 
removed from office. Men placed in the 
most important stations, over-a territory re- 
spectable for its wealth and popularity, and 


“over a city that yields in importance to very 


few on the continent ; sworn to admirister 
justice agreeably to the constitution and 
laws—who would cringe toa military tyrant, 
and suffer him to trample on all law, should 
not be trusted. Perhaps the bayonet 
was at their breast, or the dagger of the as- 
sassin at their side ; no less dangefc*is a 
situation can plead their excuse. Wilkin- 
son, in telling us this unlikely tale, intends 


- not only an excuse for his own illegal acts, 


butitis saying to those he has injured, sue 
me if you dare—I am here entrenched in 
New-Orleans in the favor of the executive 
—the governor and the judges are my crea- 
tures-——-you cannot injure me. How long 
he will remain thus secure, will rest with the 
president. 

Wilkinson in his long fulsome panegyric 
on himself, published in the Aurora of the 
23d inst. as a letter from New-Orleans (for 
his tricks of this kind are too wei! known to 
pass) has discovered from his spy, who had 
it in confidence from the friends of Col. 
Burr, that I was sent to New-Orleans, and 
was to meet the colonel at Bayou Pierre on 
the 12th January. Unfortunetely for this 
tale which seems to have been fabricated af- 
ter my arrest—Maj. Floyd and Mr. Ralston 
will ceclare they have never spoken to me 
on the subject—butI scorn to justify my- 
self, where I cannot be accused. It was 
necessary to alledge something against me. 
Wilkinson and his spies and other confiden- 
tial men, have made me a general and giv- 
en me an army of 2000 men (1000 more 
than I could have needed) and this too with- 
out consulting me, whilst | was harmlessly 
diverting myself in the uninhabited cane 
swamps in West-Florida, three- er four 
hundred miles out of the road leading fpom 
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Attend to it ye who res-— 
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Washville to New-Orieans. , W hat can they 
not dos Bonaparte can conquer armies, 
as fast as his enemies can raise them. But 
Wilkinson and his freinds can both raise 
and conquer them in the sdme breath 
without powder ov ball. ‘This charge, how- 
ever, cannot be the crime lor which | have 
suffered, because the diseovery has been 
made since my arrest. It seems I have 
committed another. A very great person- 


age in this city, has deelared publicly, that. 


Adair was the most impudent of uil the 
conspirators ; for he haa said to the first 
he met in New-Orleans, that the comman- 
der in chiei of the army was 4 villain, anda 
Spanish spy, and that he, Aduir, expected 
to find the city in the possession ot his 
Catholic Majesty. 

With due submission, 1 will cerrect this 
statement which I presume came from 
WitkinSon, as 1 was told he repeated it on 
the same evening I was conined. When 
1 was repeatedly toid in the public room, 
amongst gentlemen, acquaintances and 
strangers, that Wilkinson had denounc- 
ed me as atraitor, and declared me at the 
head of an army coming to-attack that city 
—I1 coolly answered, that reports were difs 
ferent in different countries; that in Kens 


* tucky the peeple were more afraid of Wil- 


kinson than Burr—because many of them 
believe him to be in Spanish pay. <A gen. 
tleman (pointing to a small man in the 
room) observed to me, take care what you 
say, that man is a spy on you from the gen- 
eral, and I weuld not be surprised if you 
were confined for that before night; I an 
swered perhaps with some warmth, let Jiim 
confine me and be d d, I despise his 
power. For this I have suffered, for this I 
bave been imprisoned; I have betore been 
persecuted for saying Mr. did not 
in my opinion possess more talents thap 
any other man In the U. States. I ought 
to have known the danger of speaking free- 
ly of great men. I acknowledge my im- 
prudence ; but I cannot repent of my siiis; 
I have suffered, but I have done no one act 
for which | am sorry. 

Soi far as I know or believe of the inten- 
tions of col. Burr (and my enemies will a- 
gree | am not ignorant on the subject) they 








were to prepare und lead an expedition into , 


Mexico, predicated on a war between the 
two governments ; without a war he knew 
he could do nothing: on this war taking 
place he calculated with certainty, as well 
from the policy of the Weasures at this time, 
as from the positive assurances of Wilkin- 
son, who seemed to have the power to force 
itin his hands. ‘his continued to be the 
object of col. Burr, until he heard of the 
venal and shameful bargain made by Wil- 
kinson atthe Sabine river. This informa- 
tion he received soon after the attempt to 
arrest. him at Frankfort. | He then turned 
his atiention altoe ether towards strengthen- 
ing himself on the Washita and waiting 4 
more favoreble crisis. 1 thought the first 
of these cbjects honorable end worthy the 
attention of any man; but 1 was not engag- 
ed in it—my political as weil as private 
pursuits forbade me from taking a part un- 


‘til it was over; nor did I ever believe, not- 


withstending Wilkinson’s swaggering let- 
ters to me on that subject, which may be 
seen, that a war would take place—this 
opinion J formed last winter in this cil: 
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In the second object of col. Burr I had no and sages during the first ten years of our lic spirited men in our State. Legislature. 
satcrest. Ihave said I was-not engaged in national administration, and that we cher- Resolved, as the sense of this eting, 
either. If I had, the first step must have Ish, with the pride of freemen and patriots, That in the ensuing election for Governor, 


been to engage men—I could do nothing 
without. 1 call upon Wilkinson and his 
friends to produce a single man that I have 
attempted to engage m any enterprize 
whatever. I am_ not the apologist of col. 
Burr—he can defend himself; I only speak 
of his intentions as far as they relate to my- 
self. My business in New-Orleans did not 
require my presence there till the latter 
part of January, consequently I took the 
circuitous route. I have before described 
so far as this statement relates, my Impris- 
onment, I am ready to attest it before any 
tribunal. It remains with those who have 
the power to say, how long Wilkinson shall 
remain, secure (as he boasts) in New-Or- 
leans, or when he will be placed within the 
reach of the civil law. JOHN ADAIR. 

City of Washington, March 1, 1807. 

——e: “fs 
Federal Spirit. ; 

The following resolutions have been unanimously 

adopted by a general meeting of the federalists of 


Albany: 


This meeting taking into their serious 
eonsideration the present situation of our 
public affairs and the existing state of poli- 
tics and parties in the state of New-York ; 

Considering that the prevalence of demo- 
cratic and anti-federal principles in this 
state, fora course of years, has tended to 
sow dissentions, spread discontent, promote 
injustice, impair public confidence, weaken 
the hands of government and gradually to 
bring our state affairs te a crisis that de- 
mands the attention of all pubiic spirited ci- 
tizens ; 

Considering that this prevailing spirit, 
having arrived at the point at which a pow- 
erful and dominant party divides into rivai 
factions, is at length removing from the 
public mind the prejudices created by its 
own intrigues, and thus awakening the peo- 
ple to reflection ; 

Considering that these feuds and dissen- 
tions among our political opponents, whil: 
they tend to remove popular prejudices an 
to moderate that. tyranny of party whieh 
has heretofore been practised, tend also to 
weaken the energy of the existing govern- 
ment in which we are all interested as citi- 
zens, and thus seriously to affect the public 
interests and welfare ; 

Considering, therefore, that the present 
€risis not only presents a fit occ?sion, but 
makes it an incumbent daty, for disinterest- 
ed and public spirited men to exert their in- 
fluence, to express their sentiments, and to 
consult together for the public good : 

Thereupon, 

Resolved, As the sense of this Meeting 
that 1 is fit and proper that Federal Repub- 
licans should embrace the present occasior 
to communicate their sentiments on une 
State of public affairs, and to exhibit to the 
View of their feliow-citizens at large, the 
principles that influence their minds and ac- 
tuate their conduct. 

Resolved, As the sense of this Meeti: 
that the general prosperity and grow ti 
wenkh of our country bear testimony to th 
value of those Federal Republican priic.- 
ples, which Jaid the foundetion of our Uni. 
on, and conducted the steps of our patriots 
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the sentiments and feclines that influenced 
the measures of those days. 

_ Resolved, That the maintenance of pub- 
lic justice, the encouragement and protec- 
tion of commerce, enlightened plans and 
liberal provisions for public defence, and a 
stable and energetic system of civil admi- 
nistration, are among the primary objects of 
the Constitution and the first duties of the 
Government under which we live ; and that 
the general neglect and various recent in- 
stances of disregard to those principles ma- 
nifest the weakness of our present Nation- 
al Administration, and- disappoint the just 
expectations of the nation at large and of 
this State in particular. 

Resolved, That the feeble, narrow and 
time-serving policy pursued by that Admi- 
nistration, and the inadequacy of its mea- 
sures to the wants of a great and growing, 
but dis-united and unprotected people, na- 
turally turn our attention to our State autho- 
rities and jurisdictions, and press upon us 
the expediency of general and united efforts 
to increase the respectability of our own 
State Government in its various depart- 
ments. 

Resolved, That the citizens now assem- 
bled, being in duty bound as Federal Re- 
publicans, to seek the general good of the 
community, and not that of a sect, do utter- 
ly disclaim all concewn or interest in the 
present contentions of democratic parties, 
and look forward with confidence to that pe- 
riod when the public service, and not the 
personal interests of men, will be the gov- 
erning objects in our public elections and 
appointments : that when that period shall 
arrive, they assure themselves that a large, 
weighty and respectable portion of the com- 
munity, whom intrigue, usurpation and ty- 
ranny have affected to prosctibe, but who 
thouzh oppressed have never been degrad- 
ed or dishonored, will enjoy that considera- 
tion and influence in public affairs, which 
the public good demands, and to which they 
are justly entitled, not merely as fede- 
ralists but as freemen and friends to liber- 
ty and good government : That in the pur- 
cait of those general objects and measures 
of public reform, and of liberal policy, which 
the welfure of this State at the present junc- 

ure sourgently calls for, they pledge them- 
selves hereby to each other and to their 
country. (and trust that inthis they express 
tie sense of Feéderalists throughout the 
tate) that they are stimulated by no party 
interests, that no hope of office or emolu- 
ment shall influence, no fear of the power 
of others shai! deter, them from all proper 
and honorable exertions. ¢ 

R-volved, as the sense of this Meeting, 
That ia our free country the right of popu- 
bir eleccion is not fess to be prized, but rath- 
er the more to be cherished, in consequenee 
of its occasional abuses ; that this right ume 
ler the anspices of the Constitution and the 
protection of Divine Providence, is the main 
pillar of our security ; that it is therefore 
the duty, as it should be the pride of free- 
‘en on all occasions .to exercise this right 

ith azeal proportioned to the public inter- 
ests at stake 5; and under presevt circum- 
to use increased exertions to aug- | 
ment the humber of dble patriotic and pub- ! 
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and Lieutenant-Governor, it is a duty that 
Vedéral Republicans owe themselves, their 
principles and the cummunity, to use for 
the best good of their country, the franchise 
which they enjoy in commou with their fel- 
low citizens at large ; and to make a choice 
between the respective candidates nomina- 
ted: ‘That in making such choice they 
ought to be guided by a liberal view of the 
public interests, and to select and support 
such of the respective candidates as may 
seem least exceptionable in relation to the 
great points of difference between Federal- 
ists and their adversaries, and most likely 
to favor and promote those moderate, 
independent and liberal principles, and 
those reforming and healing measures, 
which are so necessary to the public tran- 
quility. ; 


ED 


_ Hudgon, March 31. 


Be it our weekly task, 
To note the passing tidings of the times. 
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The following is the only article of intelligenee of 

any importance received since our last :— 
British Treaty. 

The following important information 
leaves us no longer at liberty to indulge any 
hopes respecting the British Treaty. [ Z. P. 

So much has been said, and so contradic- 
tory have been the reports, respecting the 
treaty, or the articles intended for a treaty, 
lately sigred at‘London by the American 
and British ministers, that Conjecture has: 
been baffled, and Opinion wanted data to 
rest upon. | 

We believe we have it now in our power 
to relieve the public mind from that uncer- 
tainty in which it has heretofore’ been .sus- 
pended. The treaty will be immediately 
returned to London for further negociation, 
For this purpose the Wasp ship of war ig 
ordered to be got ready for sea immediate- 
ly—the officers are selected; the crew 
completed, and Thursday next is named as 
the day. on which she is‘to sail. Captain 
Smith, who is to command the Wasp, will 
be the bearer of the treaty to London ; from 
thence the Wasp will repair to the Mediter- 
ranean, where she is to be stationed. 

In conversation on the subject of the trea- 
ty, the president has been heard to declare, 
that had he laid it before the senate, and 
that body had been unanimous in advising 
its ratification, still he would have withheld 
the sanction of his signature. So hostile 
does he fee] himself to some of its princi- 
ples, and so determined on its total rejec- 
tion in its present form — Wash. Fed, 


MARRIED, 

At Athens, on Saturday evening last, by the Rev. 
~ Mr. Judd, Mr Benjamin THRoop, jun. merchant, 
of this ci:'y, to Miss Lavinia Smith. of Athens, 

At Bath. county of Steuben, March 2d, Mr, Iea 
Prart, to Miss esecca Ternta, daughter of 
Mr. James Turner, all of that place. 

At Canandagua, Mr. Sanves W Boayuam, 
rrerchant, to Miss Bersey InsLee, daughter ef 





Mr. Joseph Inslee, ali of Bath. 
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From the Washington Federalist. 

THE plan of general Eaton, to place on 
the throne the rightful monarch of Tripoli, 
was a noble, an original design. The con- 
sequences expected to result were, an e- 
tmancipation of three hundred Americans, 
an end to our Mediterranean war, at an ex- 
pence of above a million a year, and such an 
adjustment and arrangement as to secure 
our trade, and prevent further difficulties, 
or the payment of tribute. ‘The execution 
of this dies was dangerous in the extreme. 
The hasty treaty made by Mr. Lear preven- 
ted a complete accomplishment of this de- 
sign; yet our contrymen were released ; 
an end put to an expensive war, and most 
important and lasting advantages gained by 
the meritorious hefoism of Gen. Eaton. 

When Gen. Eaton arrived here from At- 
rica, the applauses of his conduct were loud, 
generous and just, though sometimes cx- 
travagant. For this extravagance gen. Ea- 
ton isnot responsible. 1 have never, seen 
any marks of vanity in him in consequence 
of it. | 

What motives induced some ‘leading 
members of the house to refuse him a me- 
dal, I shall not stop to enquire ; but I must 
distrust their purity. 

The private claims of general Eaton 
will, wijhout doubt, be fairly adjusted; but 
the complaint is a just one, that claimants 
are frequently compelled, at a great ex- 
pence of time and money, to attend the 
committee of claims, session after session, 
before their demiands can be. adjusted. 
This is a common and just grievance. 

The testimony of general Eaton rela- 
tive to Burr has been the subject of some 
animadversion as tothe prudence of his 
‘conduct, after a developement of Burr’s 
pretended designs. Whatever sentiments 


_ may prevail relative to the propriety of his 


conduct -in this respect, no doubts are en- 
tertained of his veracity, or the purity of 
hisintentions. His conduct, subsequent to 


. a knowledge of Bur?’s pretensions, was the 


result of his own ideas of propriety, and 


those of several members of congress 
whom he consulted. 


These remarks are occasioned by some 
scurrilous and apparently malicious ravings 
ina late public paper ; ravings that may 
injure the writer, but cannot the subject of 
them. They are also introduction to some 
just and elegant lines put into my hands a 
few days since, and whichI wish you to 
publish. | 


On reading the Debates of Congress respect- 
» ing Gen. Eaton's Gorn Mevat. 


Written at Gibraltar, by WiiLiam Ray, one of 
the captives from Tripoli. 


AND is it then a subject of debate, 
With these wise Solons in the house of state, 
Whether should Derna’s conqueror stand or fall ? 
. Or matchiess bravery meet reward at all! 
Whether should Eaton unexampd brave, 
Who fought toreseae, and who bied to save 
Three hundred hapless souls from chains and death, 
Whose lives bung trembling da ataurderer's breath ; 
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Whether his name descend to future days 
On the bright medal of a nation’s praise; 
Or should his trophies be by all forgot, 
Mix with the rubbish of the times and rot? 


‘¢ Small was his torce—half nal:ed were his foes, 
« And, tho’ so numerous, easy to oppose !” 

Thus argues Randolph ; Clay the same avows, 
And fain would pluck the laurel from his brows ; 
The sword of Vict'ry from his hand would wrest, 
And tear the badge of valor frm his breast 

Then thank them not, though jus*ice still is found 
And grateful Honor wreaths his temples round. 


And was it nought those burning sands t’ explore 
Where feet of Christians never trod before! 
Where Freedom's banners ne'er had been unfurl’d 
Since the bold Roman flourish'd.o’er the world? 
Midst fierce Barbarians, whom no laws can bind, 
Wild as the waves and treach’rousas the wind; 
To rear that standardy/and so long defend, - 
With less than twelve on whom he could depend ? 
To storm a citadel of ten-fold might, 

And hold that fortress, till the flag of white 
Wo0’'d him to yield it, at the voice of Peace, 

And give his captured countrymen release ? 

For Eaton’s boldness first appall’d the foe, 

Who, aw’d like Pharoah, let the people go. 


When the blest shade of Washington, above, 
Saw the bold chief thro’ Lybian deserts move, 
The sword of vengeance waving in the sky, 
Resolv'd to free his countrymen or die; 

Those patriot few attending on his way, 

His visage beam'd a, more celestial ray ; 

To Warren und Montgom’ry show'd the sight, 
Then sunk im glory and absorb’d in light! 
.Oh! did he live! did Vernon's boast again 
Shine in the field, or in our councils re ga, 
His voice from Eaton never would withhold, 
Altho’ with pearls earich’d, the burnish’d gold, 
But by his hand woyld ardently be prest, 

The conscious symbol to his dauntless breast, 


Then let mean envy Randolph’s spite betray ; 

And dart thy arrows, impious hand of Clay! 

The hand of heaven, for heaven rewards the brave, 
Shall bless thee, Eaton, e’en beyond the grave ; 
While gratitude shall warm Columbia’s breast, 
Thy name shall live—thy merit stand confest ; 
Thy deeds shall brighten on th’ historic page 

Year after year, and age succeeding age ; 

Wreaths of thy fame, transferr'd by bards sublime, 
Shall bloom forever mid the wreck of time. 
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From the Anthology. 





REVIEWERS. 


THE numerous revolutions and exten- 
sive improvements in the various sciences, 
the facility of multiplying copies of books 
by the art of printing, the orevity of life, 
and its necessary duties and avocations, pre- 
clude even the most diligent and laborious 
student from the perusal but of a small-pore 
tion of the innumerable books daily issuing 
from the press. Knox observes, “ There 


as many bad books, written by the ancients, 
as the moderns ; but the art of printing being 
unknown, and conseqnently the multiplica- 
_ lon and preservation of books being atten- 
ded with great trouble and expense, such 
, as were of litte intrinsick value, were not 





were probably as many books, and perhaps | 


Some 
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transcribed, copies of them were not in- 
creased, and they consequently soon perish- 
ed by the depradations of time.” 

Since books are so excessively multipli- 
ed, ic is our duty todestroy useless, uiune- 
cessary, and pernicious productions, as the 
ancient Grecians exposed there most puny 
and imbecile offspring to perish. Therciore 
the oflice of a reviewer is, in the republick 
of letters, as beneficial and neces:ary, 
though as odious and unplesant, as that of 
am executioner inthe civil state. ‘J hey 
are the porters at the gates of the temple 
of kame, and should be as blind and inexo- 
rable as.Justice, which, * in its punishments, 
rather seems to submit to a necessity, than 
to make a choice.” 

Authors who by plausible profession and 
false pretensions, defraua the public of mo- * 
ney, dissipate valuable time and iasiduous- 
ly rifle them of their good principles, are 
enemies of their kind, and merit the thong 
of chastisement and the knout of criticism ; 
and he that undertakes the task of annaly- 
zing their works, displaying their beauties, 
and exposing their wicked arts, confers 4 
favor on the public. Harmless and obscure 
writers, in their prefaces frequently sup- 
plicate the candour of readers, by observing 
that their hasty productions will not injure, 
if they do not benefit mankind. But volun- 
tary trifling with the public is criminal ; and 
lenity to the former is cruelty to the latter. 
In estimating the merit or demerit of litera- 
ry productions, the motives and circumstan- 
ces of the author constitute no justification ; 
they must be considered abstractedly, for 
the republic of letters is not a state of mor- 
al probution, Bloomfield, Phillis Wheatly, 
and many others in humble life, have at- 
tracted some attention by their writings, not 
becausé they are excellent but because they 
are extraordinary ; as Dr. Johnson obser- 
ved that dogs by art and labour taught to 
dance, are noticed, not because they dance 
with ease and grace, but because they dance 
atall. Sourd intellect and real erudition 
ought te exempt from the lash of severe 
criticism those who intrude their works on 
the public; for in the literary common- 
wealth there is no hospital for the recep- 
tion of mendjcant vagabouds,no Bedlam for 
insanity and frenzy, no Magdalen for impu- 
rity and defilement, and no Lazeretto for 
lame and bobbling authors. Therefore a 
large portion of the multitude of publica 
tions are at their birth ripe for extinction ; 
and may be sentenced, as Clarence in his 
troubled dream fancied he was addressed 
by anangry spirit, “ Seize him, Furies, take 
him to your torments.” 
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